Angiogenesis inhibitors: implications for combination with conventional therapies.
Angiogenesis is associated with tumor development and malignancy and is a validated target for cancer treatment. Preclinical and clinical evidence substantiates the feasibility of combining angiogenesis inhibitors with conventional anticancer therapy. This review discusses recent progress in combining antiangiogenic drugs, mainly acting on the VEGF/VEGFR pathway, with chemotherapy and other conventional therapies. Strategies for the optimization of combination therapy and the selection of appropriate treatment regimens are examined. As new drugs are entering clinical trials, reliable biomarkers are needed to stratify patients for antiangiogenic therapy, to identify resistant patients and to monitor response to treatment.